Calcified carotid artery atheromas on panoramic radiographs of dental patients with diabetes.
Diabetes mellitus accelerates atheromas increasing the risk of a stroke. Panoramic radiographs of 32 men and 28 women with diabetes mellitus were studied. Radiographs showed 28.5 percent type 2 and 37.5 percent type 1 diabetes mellitus patients had atheromas. Compared with the 5 percent atheroma rate reported among healthy people, rates were significantly higher in diabetes mellitus patients. Dentists treating diabetes mellitus patients may encounter atheromatous lesions on panoramic radiographs and refer them for treatment.